
Title 7-Agriculture

(e) "State office" means the office of
the State Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Committee.

(f) "Secretary of Agriculture" means
the Secretary of Agriculture of the
United States or any officer or employee
of the Department to whom authority
has been delegated, or to whom authority
may hereafter be delegated, to act in his
stead.

(g) "Claim" means a request for re-
fund of penalty.

(h) "Claimant" means any person
who makes claim for a refund of penalty.

(i) "Penalty" means an amount of
money collected from or on account of
any person with respect to cotton in the
administration of the act and paid to the
Secretary of Agriculture and covered
into the general fund of the Treasury of
the United States, as provided in section

:.72(b) of the act.
(J) "F a r m marketing quota" or

,'quota" mean the cotton marketing
quota established under Title III of the
act for the farm for the marketing year
with respect to which the sum collected
as a penalty involved in the claim was
paid.

(k) "Person" means an individual,
partnership, firm, corporation, joint-
stock company, association, trust, or
estate, or any agency of a State govern-
ment or the Federal Government.

(1) "Farm" means the farm for which
the marketing quota involved in the
claim was established.
(m) "Producer" means a person who,

as owner, landlord, tenant, sharecropper,
or laborer, was entitled under the terms
of his tenure or rental or cropping agree-
ment relating to the production of cot-
ton to share in any of the cotton pro-
duced on or marketed from the farm.
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§ 717.1 Definitions.

As used in the regulations in this part
and in all forms and documents in con-
nection therewith, unless the context or
subject matter otherwise requires, the
following terms shall have the following
meanings:

(a) Act. The Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act of 1938 and any amendments
or supplements thereto.

(b) Deputy Administrator. The Dep-
uty Administrator or the Acting Deputy
Administrator, State and County Opera-
tions, Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service, United States De-
partment of Agriculture.

(c) Secretary. The Secretary of Ag-
riculture of the United States or any
officer or employee of the Department to
whom authority has been delegated, or
to whom authority may hereinafter be
delegated, to act in his stead.

(d) State committee. The persons
in a State designated by the Secretary
as the Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation State Committee under
section 8(b) of the Soil Conservation and
Domestic Allotment Act, as amended.

(e) County committee. The persons
elected within a county as the county
committee, pursuant to the regulations
governing the selection and functions of
the Agricultural Stabilization and Con-
servation county and community com-
mittees under section 8(b) of the Soil
Conservation and Domestic Allotment
Act, as amended.

(f) Person. An individual, partner-
ship, association, corporation, estate,
trust, or other business enterprise; or
legal entity, and wherever applicable, a
State, political subdivision of a State,
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the Federal Government, or any agency
thereof.

(g) County office manager. The per-
son employed by the county committee
to execute the policies of the county com-
mittee and be responsible for the day-
to-day operations of the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation county
office, or the person acting in such
capacity.

(h) Engaged in the production. The
term "engaged in the production" shall
include planting a crop even though the
crop is not harvested if such failure to
harvest is not caused by the neglect of
the farmer. In addition,

(1) Each person who shared in a crop,
or proceeds thereof, actually harvested
on a farm as an owner, cash tenant,
landlord of a share tenant, share tenant
(including, in the case of rice, furnishing
water for a share of the crop), or share-
cropper shall be considered engaged in
the production of such crop in the year
in which such crop was harvested; and

(2) Each person who was either the
owner or operator of a farm for which
an acreage allotment for a crop of any
commodity was established but on which
such crop was not produced shall be
deemed to be engaged in the production
of such crop in the year in which such
crop, if produced, would have been har-
vested to the extent of the acreage of
the commodity deemed devoted to such
crop for history purposes under appli-
cable provisions of law in which he would
have shared if such crop had been pro-
duced.

(i) State executive director. The per-
son employed by the State committee to
execute the policies of the State com-
mittee and to be responsible for the day-
to-day operations of the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Service
State Office, or the person acting in such
capacity.

(j) Upland cotton. Any cotton other
than extra long staple cotton.

(k) Extra long staple cotton. Amer-
ican-Egyptian, Sea Island and Sealand
cotton, and all other varieties of the Bar-
badense species and any hybrid thereof,
and any other cotton in which one or
more of these varieties predominates, as
provided under section 347 (a) of the act.

(1) Tobacco. Each one of the kinds
of tobacco listed below comprising the
types specified as classified in Service
and Regulatory Announcement Num-

bered 118 of the former Bureau of Agri-
cultural Economics of the Department:
Flue-cured tobacco, comprising types 11, 12,

13 and 14;
Fire-cured tobacco, comprising types 21, 22,

23 and 24;
Dark air-cured tobacco, comprising types 35

and 36;
Virginia sun-cured tobacco, comprising type

37;
Burley tobacco, comprising type 31;
Maryland tobacco, comprising type 32;
Cigar-filler and cigar-binder tobacco, com-

prising types 42, 43, 44, 45, 53, 54 and 55;
Cigar-binder tobacco, comprising types 51

and 52;
Puerto Rican cigar-filler tobacco, compris-

ing type 46;
Cigar-filler tobacco, comprising type 41.

(in) Referendum community. Refer-
endum communities shall conform with
communities established under regula-
tions governing ASC county and com-
munity committees published in Part 7
of this title (7 CFR Part 7), as amended,
except that (1) in counties with 100 or
more farms on which there are producers
eligible to vote in the referendum, the
county committee may, if it determines
eligible producers will be given a con-
venient place to vote, combine communi-
ties with less than 25 farms on which
there are producers eligible to vote, with
other communities, and (2) in counties
with less than 100 farms on which there
are producers eligible to vote in the
referendum, the county committee and
the State committee may determine that
the county is to be treated as one refer-
endum community.

§ 717.2 Agencies through which a refer-
endum shall be conducted.

(a) Utilization of existing agencies.
The Deputy Administrator shall be in
charge of and responsible for conducting
each referendum on marketing quotas
for any commodity required by the act.
Each State committee shall be in charge
of and responsible for conducting such
referendum in its State. Each county
committee shall be responsible for the
proper holding of such referendum in its
county. It shall be the duty of the
Deputy Administrator and of each com-
mittee to conduct each referendum by
secret ballot in a fair, unbiased and im-
partial manner in accordance with the
regulations in this part.

(b) Community referendum commit-
tees where one referendum is to be con-
ducted. Except where the entire county
is to be considered a referendum corn-
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munity, the county committee shall des-
ignate a community referendum commit-
tee for each referendum community.
Each referendum committee shall con-
sist of at least three regular members
and one alternate and may be increased
if more than one polling place is to be
provided in the referendum community
to provide at least two regular members
at each polling place. In no event shall
the regular membership exceed six mem-
bers. The membership of the referen-
dum committee shall be chosen from
among the farmers who reside in the
community and who are eligible to vote
in the referendum or who are commu-
nity committeemen elected pursuant to
the regulations governing county or com-
munity committees (Part 7 of this title).
The county committee shall name one
member of the community referendum
committee as chairman and another
member thereof as vice-chairman. The
vice-chairman shall act as the chairman
in the event of the absence or incapacity
of the chairman and the alternate shall
serve on the committee in the place of
any regular member who cannot serve.
The community referendum committee
shall be responsible for the proper hold-
ing of the referendum in its community
in a fair, unbiased and impartial manner
in accordance with the regulations in
this part. In counties where the entire
county is treated as one referendum
community, the county committee shall
perform, in addition to its other duties,
the duties of the community referendum
committee.

(c) Community referendum commit-
tees where two or more referendums are
to be conducted. Where two or more
referendums are to be held in the county
on the same day, the provisions of para-
graph (b) of this section shall be appli-
cable except that (1) the total number
of farms on which there are producers
eligible to vote in any one or more of
such referendums shall be used to de-
termine whether there are 100 or more
farms on which there are producers who
are eligible to vote in the referendums,
and (2) each community referendum
committee shall be chosen from among
the farmers who reside in the community
and who are eligible to vote in any of
such referendums or who are community
committeemen elected pursuant to the
regulations governing county and com-
munity committees (Part 7 of this title).

§ 717.3 Voting eligibility.
(a) Special eligibility requirements

with respect to particular commodities-
(1) Upland Cotton. Farmers eligible to
vote in a referendum with respect to up-
land cotton shall be those farmers who
were engaged in the production of up-
land cotton in the calendar year in which
the referendum is held. A landlord of
a standing rent, cash rent, or fixed rent
tenant shall not be eligible. Any farmer
whose only cotton production in such
year consisted of extra long staple cot-
ton shall not be eligible to vote in the
upland cotton referendum, but if other-
wise eligible, may vote in the extra long
staple cotton referendum.

(2) Extra long staple cotton. Farm-
ers eligible to vote in a referendum with
respect to extra long staple cotton shall
be those farmers who were engaged in
the production of extra long staple cot-
ton in the calendar year in which the
referendum is held. A landlord of a
standing rent, cash rent, or fixed rent
tenant shall not be eligible. Any farmer
whose only cotton production in such
year consisted of upland cotton shall not
be eligible to vote in an extra long staple
cotton referendum, but, if otherwise
eligible, may vote in the upland cotton
referendum.

(3) Tobacco. Farmers eligible to
vote in a referendum with respect to a
particular kind of tobacco will be those
farmers who were engaged in the pro-
duction of the crop of the kind of to-
bacco with respect to which the referen-
dum is held which is harvested immedi-
ately prior to the referendum. A
landlord of a standing rent, cash rent,
or fixed rent tenant shall not be eligible.

(4) Wheat. Any producer who has a
farm acreage allotment shall be eligible
to vote in any referendum held pursuant
to 7 U.S.C. 1336, as amended: Provided,
That a producer on a farm with a wheat
acreage allotment of less than 15 acres
shall be eligible to vote only if the opera-
tor on such farm files with the county
committee, not later then seven days
prior to the date of the referendum, an
election in writing to be subject to the
wheat marketing quota for the farm.
For example, if the referendum for the
1964 crop of wheat is held on May 21,
1963, the election to be subject to the
wheat marketing quota for the farm
must be delivered to the county ASCS
office for the county in which the farm
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is located during business hours on or
before May 13, 1963, or must be mailed
to such office in time for the envelope to
bear a postmark of May 13, 1963, or a
date prior to May 13, 1963. A farm
operator may request, in writing, the
withdrawal of any previous election pro-
vided the withdrawal is filed in the
county office of the county in which it
was filed, no later than the date by
which the original election must have
been filed, or, if mailed, be postmarked
on or before such date. For the fore-
going purpose, a producer who has a
farm acreage allotment is any person
who as owner-operator, landlord, ten-
ant, or sharecropper on a farm for which
there is established a farm acreage
allotment greater than zero for wheat
of the first crop for which the refer-
endum is held, will share in such first
crop of wheat, or the proceeds of such
crop, produced on the farm, or, in the
absence of such production, would be
entitled to a share of such crop or the
proceeds thereof if it were produced. If
a person is shown on the allotment notice
(Form MQ-24) for the farm for the first
crop for which the referendum is held
as an owner or operator, such person
shall be presumed to be eligible to vote
in the referendum if the notice is for an
allotment greater than zero and, in the
case of a farm allotment of less than 15
acres, the election to be subject to the
wheat marketing quota for the farm has
been duly filed. However, a person whose
name appears on the Form MQ-24 may
be challenged for cause as not being
eligible, in which case the presumption
may be overcome by relevant evidence.
A person whose name does not appear
on the Form MQ-24, but who meets the
eligibility requirements, shall be entitled
to vote. A landlord of a cash rent tenant
shall not be eligible to vote in a wheat
referendum.

(5) Rice. Farmers eligible to vote in
a referendum with respect to rice will
be those farmers who, in the continental
United States and with respect to the
crop of rice harvested immediately pre-
ceding the date of the referendum, en-
gaged in the production of irrigated rice,
or engaged in the production of more
than three acres of nonirrigated rice on
a farm. A landlord of a standing rent,
cash rent, or fixed rent tenant shall not
be eligible. A person who obtained a rice
allotment with respect to the crop of rice
harvested immediately prior to the ref-

erendum as a new producer under ap-
plicable regulations and did not plant
any of such rice allotment shall not be
eligible.

(6) Peanuts. Farmers eligible to vote
in a referendum with respect to peanuts
will be those farmers who were engaged
in the production of more than one acre
of peanuts for nuts on a farm in the cal-
endar year in which the referendum is
held. A landlord of a standing rent,
cash rent, or fixed rent tenant shall not
be eligible.

(b) General eligibility requirements
which apply to referenda on any com-
modity. (1) A person as defined in
§ 717.1 (f) may qualify as an eligible voter
by meeting the eligibility requirements,
but no such person shall be entitled to
more than one vote regardless of the
number of farms in which the person
is interested or the number of commu-
nities, counties, or States in which are
located farms in which such person is
interested: Provided, however, That the
individual members of a qualified part-
nership shall each have one vote, but the
partnership as such shall not have a
vote and an individual who qualifies as
an eligible voter by reason of his separate
farming operations will be entitled to
one vote even though he is interested in
an organization such as (but not limited
to) a corporation which is also eligible
as a voter and entitled to one vote. A
person who, as a guardian, administra-
tor, executor or trustee has a farm
acreage allotment for wheat or engages
in the production of any other commod-
ity will be eligible to vote in such fidu-
ciary capacity if, in such capacity, he
qualifies as an eligible voter under § 717.-
3(a) hereof. In such cases the person
for whom he is acting in a fiduciary
capacity will not be eligible to vote. An
individual may, if otherwise eligible, cast
a ballot in his individual capacity al-
though he may also cast a ballot as a
guardian, administrator, executor, or
trustee. An individual who holds more
than one fiduciary position may vote as
a fiduciary in each case in which he is
otherwise eligible, as for example, if John
Doe is administrator of estate X, he may
cast a ballot as administrator of estate
X, and if he is also administrator of
estate Y, he may cast another ballot as
administrator of estate Y.

(2) Where a group of several persons,
such as husband, wife and children, have
participated or will participate In the
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production of a commodity under the
-same lease or cropping agreement only
,the person or persons who signed or en-
tered into the lease or cropping agree-
ment shall be eligible to vote. In the
,event two or more persons have produced
,or will produce a commodity as joint
-,tenants, tenants in common, or owners
,of community property, each such person
.shall be entitled to one vote if otherwise
qualified. Whether a husband or wife is
,entitl6d to vote does not depend upon
whether the other spouse is entitled to
.vote. Each individual's right to vote,
:whether single or married, depends upon
his or her own qualifications. A minor is
not ,disqualified from voting solely be-
cause of his minority if otherwise
eligible.

(3) Subject to the provisions of § 717.-
-7(c), a farmer or producer eligible to
vote, (i) for all commodities except
wheat shall vote only at a polling place
,designated for the referendum commu-
nity in which he -was engaged in the pro-
Auction of the commodity for which the
referendum is held, and (ii) in the case
of wheat shall vote only at a polling
-place designated for the referendum
,community in which the farm on which
.he is a wheat producer is located.

(c) Register of voters. The commu-
nity referendumcommittee shall cause to
be prepared a register of voters on Form
MQ-4 at each polling place designated
for a referendum community where the
referendum is held by entering on such
register the names and .addresses of per-
sons voting in the referendum.

§ 717.4 Place for balloting.

The county committee shall designate
,at least one place for balloting in each
referendum community. The polling
-place shall be one well known to and
'readily accessible to the persons in the
community and shall be equipped and ar-
ranged so that each voter can mark and
.cast his ballot in secret and without co-
ercion, duress, or interference of any
.sort whatsoever.

§ 717.5 Time of voting.

There shall be no ,yoting except on the
,day fixed for the holding of the referen-
dum (except as provided in § 717.7(c) in
the case of absentee ballots) and the day
,fixed for the holding of the referendum
shall be the same in all neighborhoods.
.communities, counties and States. The
Aate for -holding the referendum shall be
4determi4ett by the §ecretary in accord-

ance with the provisions of law appli-
cable thereto and stated in the notice of
the referendum prescribed by him. The
time that polls shall be opened and closed
on the date fixed for holding the refer-
endum in the States and Puerto Rico is
as follows:

State Polls to Polls to
open close

Alabama .....
A laska ...........................
A rizona ..........................
A rkansas .........................
California ........................
C olorado .........................
Connecticut ......................
D elaw are ........................
F lorida ----------------------------
G eorgia ---------------------------
Idaho ................
Ilmois ...............
Indiana ..............I ow a ------ --------------- ---------

K an sas ---. ------------------------
Kentucky -----------------------
Louisiana. --
M ain e ---------------------------
Maryland - ---
M assachusetts ...................
Michigan - --------------------
Minnesota ---------------------
Mississippi
M issouri -----------------------
M ontana .........................
N ebraska ----------------------
N evada ---- --- -----------------
New Hampshire .................
N ew Jersey ......... . -.--------
New Mexico-
N ew Y ork .......................
North Carolina .................
North Dakota -------------------
Ohio ......
Oklahoma ------------------------
O regon ...........................
Pennsylvania ------------------
Rhode Island --
South Carolina ..................
South Dakota
Tennessee_-
T exas ............................
U tah .............................
Verm ont .......................
Virginia -........................
W ashington -----------------------
West Virginia ....................
W isconsin ---------------- -------
Wyoming -------------------------
Puerto R ico -----------------------

a.m.
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
7:00
8:00
8"00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
7:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00

p.m.
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:30
6:00
7:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
8:00
6:00
6:00
8:00
8:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
8:00
8:00
6:00
6:00
7:00
8:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
7:00
9:00
6:00
6:00
8:00
9:00
6:00
6:00
8:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
8:00
6:00

The times noted above shall be deter-
mined on the basis of the local time in
effect for the area in which the polling
place is located.

§ 717.6 Notice of referendum.
(a) Posting a notice. The county

committee shall give public notice of
the referendum in each referendum com-
munity by posting a notice at one or
more places open to the public within
such community prior to the date of the
referendum. Such notice shall be on
a form prescribed by the Deputy Admin-
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istrator and shall state the 66mnilodity
or commodities and marketing year, or
years, or crops for which the referendum
is to be held, the location of the polling
.places in the community, the date of
the referendum, and the hours when the
.polls will be opened and closed. The
-county office manager is authorized to
:sign such notice on behalf of the county
-committee.

(b) Use of agencies of public infor-
mation. The county committee and
community referendum committees will
utilize to the extent practicable (without
-dvertising expense) all available agen-
cies of public information, including
newspapers, radio and other means, to
give persons in the county full and ac-
curate public notice of the day and
hours of voting, the location of polling
places, and the rules governing eligibility
to vote. Such notice should be given as
soon as practicable after the arrange-
ments for holding the referendum in the
county have been made.

§ 717.7 Manner of voting.

(a) Secret ballot. The voting in the
referendum shall be by secret ballot.
Each voter shall, at the time he is
handed the form on which to cast his
ballot, be instructed to mark his ballot
form so as to indicate clearly how he
votes and in such manner that no one
,else shall see how he votes and then to
fold his ballot and place it in the ballot
box without allowing anyone else to see
how he voted. A suitable place where
each voter may mark and cast his ballot
in secret and without coercion, duress,
or interference of any sort whatever,
shall be provided in each polling place.
Every unchallenged ballot shall be placed
in the ballot box by the person who voted
it. The fact that a voter fails to fold
a ballct placed in the ballot box shall not
invalidate it. It shall be the duty of
each community referendum committee
to see that no device of any sort whatever
is used whereby any voter's ballot may
be identified except as provided in the
regulations in this part in the case of
a challenged ballot or an absentee ballot.

(b) Voting by proxy prohibited.
There shall be no voting by proxy or
agent, or in any manner except by the
eligible- voter (or the challenged voter
under paragraph (d) of this section)
personally depositing in the ballot box
his ballot as marked by him (except as
provided herein in the case. of an ab-

sentee ballot), but a duly auth6rized offi-
cer of a corporation, association, or other
legal entity, may cast its vote.

(c) Absentee ballots. Any person who
will not be present on the day of the
referendum in the county in which he is
eligible to vote or who will be prevented
from voting in person on the day of the
referendum because of physical incapac-
ity, or whose religious belief forbids him
from voting on the day of the referen-
dum, may obtain prior to the date of the
referendum, one ballot from an ASCS
State or county office conveniently situ-
ated for him, or from the Farmer Pro-
grams Division, ASCS, Department of
Agriculture, Washington, D.C., and cast
an absentee ballot. The office so issuing
the ballot form shall endorse on the re-
verse side thereof a statement in sub-
stantially the following form identifying
the place in which it was issued and the
county to which it will be mailed or de-
livered, intialed and dated by the person
issuing such form.

Issued in ---------------- County .......
-------- State, or by --------------- ASCS

State Office, or by --------------- Division,
ASCS, Washington, D.C., for use in --------

-------- County, ---------------- State.

The issuing office shall keep a register
showing for each ballot form so issued by
it to be voted absentee the name and
address to whom issued, the date of is-
suance, and the county and State in
which the ballot is to be voted, and the
name and title of the person who issued
the ballot. The person to whom the bal-
lot is issued shall mark the ballot so as
to indicate clearly how he votes and
place the ballot in a plain envelope which
shall be marked clearly with the words
"Absentee Ballot", sealed and inserted in
another envelope which shall be marked
clearly with the voter's name and return
address, sealed and delivered, or mailed,
postage paid, to the county committee
for the county in which he is eligible to
vote. All absentee ballots must, in order
to be accepted, reach the county office for
the county in which the voter is eligible
to vote by not later than the hour for
closing the polls in the county on the
day of the referendum. No such ballot
shall be counted unless the voter's name
and address appear on the envelope and
it is determined that he is eligible to vote.

(d) Challenged ballots. The commu-
nity referendum committee or any mem-
ber thereof shall challenge the eligibility
of any person to vote in the referendum
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where (1) the community referendum
committee or any member thereof is un-
able to determine that the person is eli-
gible to vote in the referendum in the
community, or (2) the community ref-
erendum committee or any member
thereof has reason to believe that such
person has previously voted in the ref-
erendum in another community in the
same or another county in person or by
mail. In every case where the eligibil-
ity of the voter is challenged, his ballot
form, after being marked by the chal-
lenged person so as to show how he votes,
but in such manner that no one else sees
how he votes, shall be folded and placed
by him (or by a member of the commit-
tee if he refuses) in an envelope, which
shall then be sealed and placed in an-
other envelope, identified with his name
and address, the word "Challenged" and
a statement of the reason for the chal-
lenge, and shall then be placed in the
ballot box. The county committee shall
make an investigation in each case of
controversy or dispute regarding the eli-
gibility of a voter to vote in the refer-
endum. In each case of a challenged
ballot the eligibility of the person to vote
in the referendum shall be determined
by the county committee as soon as may
be possible after the polls are closed and
before the time for forwarding to the
State committee the county summary of
ballots on Form MQ-7. If it is deter-
mined that the person whose vote was
challenged is eligible to vote, the sealed
envelope containing the ballot shall be
placed with the challenged ballot of
every other person found to be eligible to
vote until all challenged ballots have
been passed upon by the county commit-
tee. If it is not determined that the per-
son whose vote was challenged is eligible,
the sealed envelope shall be marked "Not
eligible" and signed by a member of the
county committee and shall not be
opened. When all of the challenged bal-
lots have been passed upon by the county
committee, the challenged ballots which
were cast by eligible voters shall be
opened and tabulated on the county sum-
mary of ballots, but no disclosure shall
be made as to how any particular per-
son voted.

(e) Ballot box. Each polling place
shall be furnished with a suitable ballot
box. Any container of sufficient size so
arranged that no ballot can be seen or
removed without breaking seals on the
container will be suitable. When strip
adhesive paper or corresponding seals

are used on the ballot box, such seals
shall be signed or initialed by the chair-
man or a member of the community ref-
erendum committee so that breaking or
replacing the seal will so destroy or af-
fect the identifying marks as to show
that the seal has been tampered with.

§ 717.8 Local arrangements for holding
the referendum.

The county committee shall see to it
that all arrangements for the proper
holding of the referendum in accord-
ance with the regulations in this part
have been completed prior to the date
of the referendum. The county commit-
tee shall instruct each community refer-
endum committee concerning its duties
and see to it that each member of the
committee understands his duties and
the duties of the committee in all re-
spects, with particular emphasis as to
(a) issuing ballot forms, (b) challenged
ballots, (c) recording votes, (d) tabulat-
ing ballots, and (e) certifying results of
the referendum in the referendum com-
munity. The county office manager
shall allot to each community referen-
dum committee an adequate supply of
ballot forms, and prior to the time the
polls in the county are opened for the
acceptance of ballots deliver the ballot
forms and Forms MQ-6, the community
summary of ballots, to each chairman
of the several community referendum
committees.

§ 717.9 Issuing ballots to voters.

The community referendum committee
shall open the polling place for the
issuance of ballot forms and the casting
of ballots at the time designated and
shall thereafter until the time when the
polls are required to be closed and the
casting of ballots discontinued issue a
ballot to each person who is eligible to
vote and applies for a ballot and to each
person who claims to be eligible to vote
and insists upon voting even though his
eligibility to vote is challenged by a
men-ber of the committee. The com-
munity referendum committeeman who
issued the ballot form shall, at the same
time, enter in the column headed "Ballot
Cast" of the register of voters opposite
the name and address of the person vot-
ing a record of the issuance of the ballot.
When the eligibility of the voter is not
challenged, the record shall be made by
entering in the column headed "Ballot
Cast" the initials of the community
referendum committeeman. When the
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eligibility of the voter is challenged, the
record shall be made by entering in the
column headed "'Ballot Cast" the letter
"C" and the initials of the community
r e f e r e n d u m committeeman. Ballot
forms shall be issued and ballots placed
in the ballot box while at least two mem-
bers serving on the community rfefen-
dum committee are physically present in
the polling place and in position to see
each ballot form as it is issued and each
ballot as it is placed in the ballot box.

§ 717.10 Community referendum com-
mittee's canvass of ballots and rec-
ords of results of the referendum.

(a) Canvass o1 ballots. Immediately
after the polls are closed, the community
referendum committee shall open the
ballot box and canvass the ballots cast.
The canvass of the ballots shall be kept
open to the public. A ballot shall be
considered as a spoiled ballot if it is
mutilated or marked in such a way that
it is not possible to determine with cer-
tainty how the ballot was intended to be
counted on a particular question. The
envelope containing the challenged
ballots shall not be opened. The total
number of ballots issued as shown on
the register of voters shall be determined
and the total number of ballots cast,
including the spoiled and challenged
ballots, shall be determined. The num-
ber of ballots cast in favor of and the
number of ballots cast in opposition to
the marketing quotas for which the
referendum was held shall be deter-
mined. The spoiled ballots and chal-
lenged ballots shall not be considered in
favor of or against the marketing quotas.
If any member of the community refer-
endum committee should happen to see
or learn how any person besides himself
voted, whether or not the ballot was
challenged, spoiled, or otherwise, he shall
not disclose such knowledge to a fellow
committeeman or any other person ex-
cept in an investigation conducted under
the regulations in this part.

(b) Record of results of the referen-
dum. The community referendum com-
mittee shall notify the county committee
by telephone, telegraph, messenger, or in
person of the preliminary count of the
votes on each question and of the number
-of spoiled and challenged ballots, as soon
as may be possible. All the spoiled bal-
lots shall be placed in an envelope and
sealed and marked with the initials of
the chairman (or vice-chairman) of the
community referendum committee and

the designation "Spoiled Ballots" fol-
lowed by the number of spoiled ballots
and the names of the community, the
county and the State. The community
referendum committee shall execute the
certification as to the accuracy of the
register af ballots cast on Form MQ-4.
The community referendum committee
shall then prepare and execute the com-
munity summary of ballots on Form
MQ-6 and post one copy thereof, as soon
as it is executed, at a conspicuous place
at the polling place, so that it will remain
posted and accessible to the public for at
least three calendar days after the hold-
ing of the referendum. The community
referendum committee shall seal the
voted ballots, including those challenged
and spoiled, the register of eligible voters,
and ballots cast, and the community
summary of ballots, in one or more en-
velopes appropriately identified by the
names of the community, the county,
and the State, and the nature of the
referendum and the date on which it was
held, and deliver them to the county
committee not later than 9: 00 a.m., local
time, on the second calendar day next
succeeding the date of the referendum,
together with the unused ballot and other
forms. The chairman (or vice-chair-
man) of the community referendum
committee shall be responsible for the
safe delivery of such reports, ballots, and
forms to the county committee.
§ 717.11 County committee's canvass of

ballots and record of results of the
referendum.

(a) Receiving and tabulating the re-
sults of the referendum. The county
committee shall open and canvass the
absentee ballots received after the clos-
ing of the polls and determine the eligi-
bility of each voter. If any person voting
absentee is found to be ineligible to vote,
or the ballot is so mutilated or marked
that it is not possible to determine with
certainty how the person intended to
vote, such ballot shall not be counted as
for or against any particular question in
the referendum. The county committee
shall meet and pass upon the challenged
ballots as soon as may be reasonably
possible after the challenged ballots are
received from the community referen-
dum committees, but not later than four
days after the day of the referendum.
The results of the referendum in each
community shall be reviewed and sum-
marized as soon as may be reasonably
possible after the records, ballots and
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forms are received from the several com-
munity referendum committees. Every
meeting of the county committee for the
purpose of canvassing the ballots cast
and reviewing and tabulating the results
of the referendum shall be open to the
public. No member of the county com-
mittee who learns how any person besides
himself voted, whether the ballot was an
absentee ballot, challenged, spoiled, or
otherwise, shall disclose such knowledge
to any fellow committeeman or other
person except in an investigation con-
ducted under the regulations in this part.
. (b) Record of the results of the refer-
endum. The county committee shall
notify the State committee by telephone,
telegraph, or messenger (who may be a
member of the county committee), as to
the preliminary count of the votes on
each question and the number of chal-
lenged ballots by the several community
referendum committees as soon, as possi-
ble. The county committee shall, as
soon as may be reasonably possible, but
in no event later than four calendar
days after the date of the referendum,
have prepared and certified by the
county office manager the county sum-
mary of ballots on Form MQ-7. Form
MQ-7 shall be prepared and certified in
triplicate, one copy of which shall be
sent forthwith to the State committee,
one copy posted for 30 calendar days in
a conspicuous place accessible to the
public in or near the office of the county
committee, and one copy filed in the
office of the county committee and kept
available for public inspection. One
copy of each community summary on
Form MQ-6 shall likewise be posted for
30 calendar days in a conspicuous place
accessible to the public in or near the
office of the county committee.

(c) Disposition of ballots and records.
The county committee shall seal the
voted ballots, challenged ballots found
to be ineligible, spoiled ballots, register
sheets, and community summaries for
the county in one or more envelopes or
packages, plainly marked with the iden-
tification of the referendum, the date,
and the names of the county and State,
and place them under lock and key in a
safe place under the custody of the
county office manager for a period of 30
calendar days after the date of the
referendum. If no notice to the con-
trary is received by the end of such time,
and after the ballots and other records
have been examined by a representative

of'the State committee, the voted-ballots
and challenged ballots shall be destroyed,
but the registers and community and
county summary sheets on Forms MQ-4,
6 and 7, shall be filed for a period of five
years in the office of the county
committee.

(d) Investigations as to the correct-
ness of the summary of the referendum.
The county committee shall make an
investigation in each case of a dispute
of challenge regarding the correctness
of the summary of the referendum in a
community. No dispute or challenge
shall be investigated by the county com-
mittee unless it is brought to its atten-
tion within three calendar days after the
date on which the referendum was held.
The county committee shall promptly
decide the dispute or the challenge and
report its findings to the State com-
mittee within five calendar days after
the holding of the referendum and send
by registered mail, or deliver in person,
to the office of the State committee all
voted ballots, register forms, and com-
munity summary sheets involved in the
dispute or challenge.
§ 717.12 State committee's record of

the result of the referendum.

The State committee for each State
shall notify the Deputy Administrator
by telegraph or telephone as to the pre-
liminary count of the votes in the State
as soon as the preliminary results of the
referendum are made known to the State
committee. The county summaries of
ballots on Forms MQ-7 shall be sum-
marized on the State tabulation of bal-
lots on Form MQ-8 as soon as possible,
but in no event later than seven calen-
dar days next succeeding the date of
the referendum, unless there is a dispute
or challenge regarding the correctness
of the summary for any county, in which
case the State committee shall complete
its investigation thereof, decide the dis-
pute or challenge, and prepare the State
tabulation accordingly within fourteen
calendar days next succeeding the date
of the referendum. The State summary
shall be prepared in triplicate and certi-
fied to by the State executive director.
The original and one copy of the State
summary shall be forwarded to the Di-
rector, Policy and Program Appraisal
Division, ASCS. One copy of the State
summary shall be filed for a period of
five years in the office of the State com-
mittee available for public inspection.
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§ 717.13 Results of referendum.

I (a) Proclamation of results. The
final and official tabulation of the votes
cast in the referendum will be made by
the Deputy Administrator and reported
to the Secretary and the result of the
referendum will be publicly proclaimed
by him. The State summaries on Forms
MQ-8 and related papers shall be perma-
nently filed with such tabulation and
shall remain available for public inspec-
tion in the Department of Agriculture.

(b) Unofficial . announcements of re-
sults. Each county committee is author-
ized to give out unofficial reports of the
total "Yes" and "No" votes in its county
to the public, press and other inquirers.
Each State committec is authorized to
release to the press and other inquirers
the unofficial results of the referendum in
its State by counties as rapidly as the
votes in the various counties are reported
to it.

(c) Investigations. If the Deputy Ad-
ministrator or the Secretary deems it
necessary, the report of any community
referendum committee, county commit-
tee, or State committee shall be re-
examined and checked by such persons
or agents as may be designated.

§ 717.14 Applicability of regulations to
Puerto Rico.

The Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Caribbean Area Committee
shall be in charge of and responsible for
conducting in the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico each referendum on market-
ing quotas for any commodity required
by the Act. Insofar as applicable, the
ASC Caribbean Area Committee shall
perform all the duties and assume all the
responsibilities otherwise required of
State and county committees as provided
in the regulations in this part, except
that (a) the Director, Agricultural Sta-
bilization and Conservation Caribbean
Area Office shall nominate for appoint-
ment the members and alternates to
serve on community referendum com-
mittees and shall establish the bound-
aries of referendum communities in such
a manner that polling places therein will
be conveniently located for the farmers
eligible to vote in the referendum, and
(b) following the canvass of the ballots
as provided in § 717.10 the community
referendum committee shall report the
results of the referendum to the ASC
Caribbean Area Committee.
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§ 718.1 Basis, purpose, and applicabil-
ity.

(a) Basis and purpose. The regula-
tions set forth in this part are reissued
pursuant to the Agricultural Adjustment.
Act of 1938, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1301.
et seq.), the Agricultural Act of 1949, as.
amended (7 U.S.C. 1441 et seq.), the
Sugar Act of 1948, as amended (7 U.S.C.
1100 et seq.), the Soil Bank Act (7 U.S.C..
1801 et seq.), and the Food and Agri--
culture Act of 1962 (Public Law 87-703,.
approved September 27, 1962, and Public
Law 87-801, approved October 11, 1962)
for the purpose of prescribing the pro-
visions governing the determination of
acreages and compliance under the
marketing quota, acreage allotment,
sugar, soil bank, wheat stabilization,
feed grain, and related programs admin-
istered by the Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service. This reissu-
ance is for the purpose of reorganizing
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